PASTORAL PROGRAMMES
YOUTH MINISTRY /) \ '“ -\‘
6 Class Afterschool’s Confirmation Group L h
T2 / Thank you to Garda Kyle for - MINISTRYEL

his visit to the 6% Class Afterschool’s Confirmation
Group this week. He gave a great informative talk
to the young people on the dangerous of drugs/ drink and
antisocial behaviour. All this is complimenting the work they
have been doing in preparation for their Confirmation and their
Confirmation pledge.

-

Worship Band for all in secondary school. If you play an
instrument, like music and singing, and want to make new
friends, come along and see is this for you. New members very
welcome. Thursday 4-6pm

Gaisce Parents and Youth ™ i
Information Evening - 21 of February o AWARD
at 7.30pm

This Wednesday there is an information evening on the
President’s Award - Gaisce. We hope to register the new group
in the next few weeks as they start on this new initiative in the
Parish. They will be learning a new skill, working on their fitness
and helping in the Parish community. We wish them all the best
of luck. If you are 14 or older and would like to hear more
information, please come along on Wednesday next at 7.30pm
at the meeting room in Enfield. AS3HK38

PARISH SHEDS GROUP

The Women’s Shed - Thank you to

Keith for taking our fitness classes over N~
the last few weeks, and thanks to the Gregory in for
being so hospitable. Next week the shed begins their spring
craft.

The Men’s shed have finished kitting out their shed, and is all
ready for their many new projects. If you would
like to buy a bird house, please contact the Parish
Office.

< This year the themes for the Enfield Rathmolyon

Sheds include, woodwork, fitness, photography,
horticulture, bug hotels to name but a few!! New members very
welcome.

Women's shed Wednesday 11.30-1.00pm
Men’s Shed Wednesday 4.00-6.00pm.

~ \

Alpha

CONTINUES ON THURSDAYS IN THE MEETING RoOM @
ENFIELD, BESIDE THE PAROCHIAL HOUSE 8.00PM — 9.30PM. STILL
PLACES AVAILABLE AND IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN.

WHAT’S INVOLVED?
The alpha series consists of a series of talks looking at topics
such as ‘Who is Jesus? How can we have Faith? Why and how
do I pray? After each talk we divide into groups for discussion,
but there is no pressure to speak in the small group if you do
not wish to. It’s a chance to meet new people and it is very
social.

WHO IS ALPHA FOR?
Alpha is for everyone

NOTICES:

Rathmolyon Lotto No.12,16,19,25 Next week Jackpot €5,500

Na Fianna Lotto No 7,8,10,11.Next Week Jackpot €5,350

Scér Sinir Table Quiz on 23" February in Dunganny. If you interested in
having a table please contact Triona 085-6884064

Rathmolyon Hurling Club : presents A Feast of Comedy in Swift
Cultural Centre, Trim. Feb 29th March 2™ & 3

ADMINISTRATION
SAFEGUARDING
Parish Safeguarding Children policy is available in the Parish Office or
please visit: www.meathsafequarding.ie

If you have concerns please contact;

Meath Diocese DLP Tulsa Garda Nat.
Marie O’Sullivan Protective Service
083-3175742 046-9098560 01-6663430

PARISH INCOME LAST SUNDAY- Thank you for your support!

Plate Jordanstown €925 Rathmolyon €495
Building | Jordanstown €370 Rathmolyon €220
Offerings | Jordanstown €90 Rathmolyon €170

STANDING ORDER CONTRIBUTIONS FOR JANUARY €1564

For those who would like to financially support the parish through
Standing Order. Please make the parish office aware if you do so that
we can put you on our records.

IBAN: IE97 BOFI 9017 5757 3624 08 BIC: BOFIIE2D

SACRAMENT OF THE EUCHARIST
We kindly ask that you book anniversary Masses a good bit in advance
(at least a month) rather than leaving to short notice. We try to only
take two intentions per Mass and we ask that you be understanding of
this if your preferred date is not available.

SUNDAY | 17" /18™ February 24" /25% February
MASS
6.30pm The Tree of Hope. Michael and Margaret
Jordanstown | Jack ,Mary ,Molly and | Mulvihill and her sister
Michael Hanley and Sr. Augustine.
Gareth and Margaret | Maureen Walsh
Byrne.
8.00pm Michael Cole
Rathmolyon
10.00am Josephine and Michael
Rathmolyon | Quinn (Rharney)
Malachy and Mary
O'Rafferty and son
Michael.
Philip Mc Cormack.
11.30am Gloria Prendergast, Thomas Reilly
Jordanstown | Eileen Hadland and
Clare Whyte.
Jim and Maura Mc.
Donald and Fr. Denis
Shiel.
Christopher Cronly.

DAILY MASS FOR THE WEEK AHEAD

Church of the Assumption

Tuesday 7.00pm

Thursday 10.00am

St Michaels church

Wednesday 10.00am Parish Mass Cards
Friday 10.00am

SCHEDULE FOR PARISH MEETING ROOM THIS WEEK

Monday 9.00am - 5.00pm Open for prayer
5.00pm - 9.00pm Adoration of the Blessed sacrament

Tuesday 9.00am-10.30am. Adoration of the Blessed sacrament
10.30am -2.00pm Open for prayer
Wednesday | 2.00pm-6.00pm Open for prayer
Thursday 9.00am -3.30pm Open for prayer
Friday 9.00am - 6.00pm Open for prayer
Saturday 9.00am - 6.00pm Open for prayer
Sunday 9.00am - 6.00pm Open for prayer

ENFIELD RATHMOLYON PARISH

THE FAITH COMMUNITIES OF
RATHMOLYON, JORDANSTOWN & ENFIELD

18* February 1t Sunday in Lent

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM
Fr. Patrick Donnelly 046 9541282 patrickcc@me.com

Betty Walsh enfieldrathmolyonparish@gmail.com
Sinéad Griffin sinead.enfieldrathmolyon@gmail.com
Micheal Cummins
Parish Office 046-9541282
Parish Website www.enfieldrathmolyonparish.ie
E mail enfieldrathmolyonparish@gmail.com
s Enfield Rathmolyon Parish
® @enfieldrathmolyonparish
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
St Michael’s Church 8.00pm Saturday  10.00am Sunday

Church of the Assumption 6.30pm Saturday  11.30am Sunday

THE PARISH OFFICE
Bookings and enquiries for Masses, Baptisms and Weddings can
be made through the parish office located at the Parochial
House in Enfield. Mass cards are available at the Parish Office.
Office hours for bookings:
9.00am -10.30am Tuesday
9.00am - 1.00pm Wednesday - Friday.

PARISH WEBCAMS
www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-michaels-rathmolvon

www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/church-of-assumption

DEVOTIONS

PADRE P10 MASS
The next Padre Pio Mass takes place on Friday
1st March 7.30pm in St Michael's Church Rathmolyon.

ROSARY & DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET
Holy Hour Monday at 2.30pm-3.30pm in the Church of the
Assumption with Rosary and chaplet recited at 3pm.
First Saturday Devotions
The next First Saturday Devotions take place 2" March at the
vigil Mass in the Church of the Assumption- Rosary at 6.00pm.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Parish Meeting Room Enfield

5.00pm - 9.00pm
9.00am - 10.30am

St. Michael’s Church, Rathmolyon
Wednesday 10.30am - 11.30am
Wednesday 6.00pm-10.00pm

Monday
Tuesday

In this parish there is no charge /fee /donation/offering for a house
blessing or visitation, First Friday Call, blessing of car or religious
objects .Fr Patrick is delighted to be of help. If you really want to make
an offering/donation out of gratitude, please donate it to the parish
fund for up keep of parish through the parish office or in the offering
basket on Sundays.

If you are sick or housebound and are unable to attend Mass but

would like to receive Holy Communion please contact the
parish office or get a family member to do so on your behalf and
the Parish Pastoral Care Team will visit with Holy Communion.

THOUGHTS FOR LENT

Every Friday during Lent you are

; invited to fast. Traditionally this
means not eating meat and fasting between meals. This Lent
why not try something new? Cut down on social media, don’t
watch TV, take a break from computer games, or maybe go
without coffee for a day?

Fasting is meant not to hurt but is something that should be
felt. Perhaps try this as a family or with a group of friends.

Do you want to Fast this Lent?

Fast from hurting words say kind words,
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude,
Fast from anger and be filled with patience,
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope,
Fast from worries and have trust in God.
Fast from complaints: contemplate simplicity,
Fast from pressures and be prayerful,
Fast from bitterness, fill your hearts with joy,
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate,
Fast from grudges and be reconciled,
Fast from words: be silent and listen

Pope Francis

SUGGESTIONS FOR LENT

v' Come together and have a family meal together, even if
its just tea and biscuits at the end of the day

v" Get up earlier and have breakfast together

v' Try to come together and have 30 minutes together
with no interruptions

v Go for a family walk together ...

v Follow the reflections in the newsletter about the
weekly Gospels during Lent

Lord, as we begin the journey of Lent,
may this season of acceptance, repentance and growth,
open our eyes and hearts to our sinfulness,
our need to forgive others their sins and
our neglect of those who need our help.
This we ask in Jesus name, Amen

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
On request and at the monthly Padre Pio Mass.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

ST. MICHAELS CHURCH RATHMOLYON:

Saturday 2.00pm

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION JORDANSTOWN:

Saturday 3.00pm and Sunday after the 11.30am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK

Once a month alongside novena Mass to Padre Pio. It is also
available anytime from Fr. Patrick. If you are preparing for
surgery, receiving treatment, bereavement, broken
relationships or just not feeling yourself, you might like to
receive this sacrament and special blessing.


http://www.meathsafeguarding.ie/
mailto:enfieldrathmolyonparish@gmail.com
mailto:sinead.enfieldrathmolyon@gmail.com
http://www.enfieldrathmolyonparish.ie/
mailto:enfieldrathmolyonparish@gmail.com
http://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-michaels-rathmolyon
http://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/church-of-assumption

This Lent why not take on the challenge of doing
something different for you and those in your household.
For each of the Sundays of lent try to reflect on the Gospel
and the message each week.

First Sunday of Lent
Praying with the Sunday Gospel through Lent

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the
desert, and he remained in the desert
for forty days, and was tempted by
Satan. He was among wild beasts, and
the angels ministered to him.

After John had been arrested, Jesus
came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel
of God: “This is the time of fulfilment. The kingdom of God is at
hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”

Background

In Mark’s Gospel, we are told that Jesus went into the desert
immediately after his baptism, led by the Spirit. Jesus’ public
ministry in Galilee begins after his temptation in the desert.
Mark’s Gospel makes a connection between the arrest of John
the Baptist and the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Jesus’
preaching about the Kingdom of God is in continuity with the
preaching of John the Baptist, but it is also something new. As
Jesus announces it, the Kingdom of God is beginning; the time
of the fulfilment of God’s promises is here.
The fact that Jesus spent 40 days in the desert is significant.
This recalls the 40 years that the Israelites wandered in the
desert after being led from slavery in Egypt. The prophet Elijah
also journeyed in the desert for 40 days and nights, making his
way to Horeb, the mountain of God, where he was also attended
to by an angel of the Lord. Remembering the significance of
these events, we also set aside 40 days for the season of Lent.
In Mark’s Gospel, the desert marks beginning
of Jesus’ battle with Satan; the ultimate test
will be in Jesus’ final hours on the cross. In a
similar way, our Lenten observances are only
a beginning, a preparation for and a
‘ reinforcement of our ongoing struggle to
; NW 1\ \.',!\ff resist the temptations we face in our lives.
F”W During Lent, we are led by the Holy Spirit to
. ' remember the vows of Baptism in which we
promised to reject sin and to follow Jesus.
Just as Jesus was ministered to by the angels, God also supports
us in our struggle against sin and temptation.
(Loyola Press)

Family Connection

The announcement that Jesus makes as he begins his preaching
in today’s Gospel is recalled on Ash Wednesday at the signing
with ashes: “Repent and believe in the gospel.” This is our
challenge for Lent; indeed, it is the challenge of our entire life.
During Lent, we are invited to strengthen and to renew the

promises that we made at our Baptism, to reject Satan and sin
so as to live as children of God. Through the grace of God that
we received at Baptism, we follow the promptings of the Holy
Spirit and know that with Jesus’ help, we will be victorious over
sin.

As you gather as a family, talk about the importance of Baptism.
At our Baptism, our sins were forgiven, and we promised to live
as children of God. As part of the Rite of Baptism, we rejected
sin and Satan. During Lent, we renew the promises of our
Baptism, turning again from sin and promising to follow God.
Light a candle, perhaps a candle used at one of your family
member’s Baptisms and pray the Our Father or the Confiteor.

Action

This week set yourself the challenge of
allowing God to be part of and
influence your choices and decisions,
and how you relate with everyone you
come in contact with.

v Light a Candle Imaginative Prayer

v Read the gospel v Light a Candle

story v" Read the gospel
v Read it over several story

times v" Imagine the scene

v Focus your attention
on any word/phrase
that appeals to you

v" Ponder on that word

as though it was
happening at this
moment and you are
an active participant

or phrase, asking v' Take it gently, don’t
yourself; why does rush
this word or phrase v" Talk in imagination

to the characters in
the story

Listen to them and
tell them about your
own fears

Stay with the scene
and pray to God
from wherever your

appeal to me? In what
way does it resonate
in my life? v
v Speak to God as
simply and as
honestly as you can v
v' Be gentle, relax and
remember that God’s

spirit working in you imagination  takes

can do infinitely you

more than you think v Let your

or imagine. imagination take the
lead but keep the
focus of  your
attention on the
person of Jesus.

Otherwise you run
the risk of making
you the focus of
attention rather
than what Jesus may
reveal to  you
through your
experience.

Reflection

The Time of Fulfilment
Mark 1:15

"This is the time of fulfilment. The kingdom if God is at hand.
Repent, and believe in the gospel.”

Reflection: Picture a little girl asking her parents, "When is the
future?" As they struggle to respond with something sensible,
they realize that when we reach the future, it is already the
present. We never actually seem to catch the future.

Is this something that our ancestors in faith also struggled to
grasp? They hoped for the restoration of the monarchy in Israel,
a hope that transformed into waiting for the Messiah to come.
But when would any of this ever be realized? Would it always
remain a deep but vague hope for something out there,
somewhere beyond time?

Our Gospel today finds Jesus telling those who would listen that
the future is now: "This is the time of fulfilment." Did it feel that
way? Jesus has just come from a long time of testing in the
desert. John the Baptist has been imprisoned and will soon be
executed. It hardly seems that things are going well for this new
movement. But perhaps we're missing the point. Almost every
divine intervention in the Scriptures comes at a time of chaos
or in the midst of suffering. From the moment of creation in the
book of Genesis when God enters the darkness of the abyss to
bring light, to the final notes of the book of Revelation when
God promises victory to the persecuted church, we discover
that God is always at work in the world. God's kingdom is not
reserved for the afterlife but breaks into the now. We need only
ask for the eyes to see and the heart to embrace a kingdom that
brings life out of suffering, now and always.

Meditation

The kingdom of God is best viewed from the bottom up. In
other words, stripped of our usual securities as Jesus was in the
desert, we learn to rely on God's mercy and surrender to God's
priorities. Our own deserts may appear in the form of job
insecurity or decline in physical or emotional health. How might
God be using these times to strengthen and console us?

Prayer

Grant me, O God, the ability to see evidence of your kingdom in
the ordinary rhythms of daily living. When chaos threatens,

remind me that you are near.
LE N% Pope Francis in his Lenten

' message this year invites the
faithful to “pause for prayer and to assist our
brothers and sisters in need, in order to change
our own lives and the lives of our communities

Catherine Upchurch 2024
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for all the work he had to do. Eindalitenwords. |1 W J E P S A C T A P
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